
Peonies are a very hardy, dependable, long-lived perennial admired 
for their large showy blooms and sweet fragrance.  They come in 
a wide range of pinks, reds, purples and whites.  They require very 
little care and are practically disease and pest free.  The blooms can 
be enjoyed in the garden or make a wonderful cut fl ower for indoor 
arrangements.  The sturdy shrub-like stems make a handsome, dark 
green background for your garden throughout the season.

Types:  There are three different types of Peonies available:  
Herbaceous, Tree and Itoh.  Herbaceous Peonies are the most popular 
and most widely available.  They have good sized fl owers and die 
down to ground level every year.  Tree Peonies have large fl owers and 
very woody stems that do not die back to the ground in winter.  They 
act very much like a shrub and can reach heights of fi ve to six feet tall.  
Itoh, or Intersectional, Peonies are a cross between a Herbaceous 
and Tree Peony.  They have very large fl owers and strong stems like a 
Tree Peony but they die back almost to ground level every year like a 
Herbaceous Peony.  Since they are a cross between two species they 
have very unique fl ower colors that can’t be found in Herbaceous or 
Tree Peonies.

Site Preference:  For best fl ower performance, grow Peonies in full 
sun (at least 8 hours of direct sunlight).  You can grow Peonies in 
partial shade (4-8 hours of direct sunlight) but this will result in fewer 
blooms.  They will thrive in the same location for many years.  Actually, 
they prefer to remain undisturbed.
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Soil:  Peonies do well in most soil conditions.  The addition of 
Composted Manure and Sphagnum Peat will assure a healthy 
planting.  These products help to nurture the plant, hold moisture and 
aerate the soil.

Water: Peonies need to be watered well in the spring while they are 
blooming.  Otherwise, they can tolerate reasonably dry summers.

Planting, Winter Care: See instructions found in the Perennials- 
General Care sheet.

Fertilizer:  Fertilizer can be applied in the spring at fl owering time 
and again in the fall, as Peony roots continue to develop at this 
time.  Fertilize with Better BloomsTM Perennial, Tree & Shrub Food 
according to package directions.

Dividing:  Fall is the best time to divide older established Peony 
bushes.  Dig out the entire clump or as much of the clump as you wish 
to move.  If you wash the roots with a garden hose you will be better 
able to distinguish the individual buds.  Allow the roots to set for a 
few hours before replanting.  This causes them to dry out somewhat 
and makes them less brittle and more pliable.  Pry or cut out any 
dead tissue or weak spots.  Make sure each section has roots and 
3-5 buds.  Replant at the same depth that it was growing previously.  
It is very important that you do not plant Peonies deeper than 1-2" 
beneath the soil.  If planted deeper, your Peonies may not bloom.

Pruning:  Peonies do not require pruning during the growing season 
other than to remove broken or otherwise damaged branches.  
However, Tree Peonies are not herbaceous; they do not die back to 
the ground in winter as other Peonies do.  These shrub-type bushes 
can go unpruned resulting in a large number of smaller blooms.  If you 
would rather have a smaller bush and larger blooms, a Tree Peony 
can be pruned by cutting off old brittle stems at the base every two to 
three years in the fall, or remove one-third of the oldest stems each 
fall.

Other Considerations:  It is a good idea to stake your Peonies.  The 
large blooms can sometimes become very heavy, especially after a 
rain shower, and cause the plants to droop.  Peony rings can be used 
for this purpose.  Placing them around the plant in early spring as it 
begins to grow makes staking a lot easier as the plant is still small and 
easier to work with.
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